10/06/2005 14:41 FAI 613 230 6706 OGILVY RENAULT B1004 


Serial No,: to/667,593 

Commissioner for Paients ^ 

Reply to Notice of Non-Compliant AmeadiDent dated Scpteml«r 20, 2UU3 

Page 2 


LISTING OV CLAIMS 

1. (Previously WitHdrawn) A net adapted to be supported 
in a tensioned condition for sports gamea coniprising: 
a flexible upper edging and a flexible lower edging, 
both extending in a substantially horizontal 
direction; 

opposed rigid side marginal strips, both extending in 
a substantially vertical direction; 

a plurality of equally spaced horizontal strands 
extending between the opposed rigid side marginal 
strips, and a plurality of equally spaced vertical 
strands extending between the upper and lower 
edges, thereby defining a plurality of meah 
openings of the net/ and 

each of the rigid side tnarginal strips including: 

an elongate, substantially flat and rigid hollow 
body, the body including, a side opening, and 

a rod secured to one side edge of the net, the rod 
being received in the hollow body and a 
section of the net extending through the side 
opening of the body when the net is supported 
in the tensioned condition. 

2. (Previously Withdrawn) A net as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the body comprises open upper and lower ends, 
and two spaced-apart major walls extending between the 
upper and lower ends, and thereby defining a closed 
hollow cross-sectional configuration at an external 
side thereof for reinforcing the bo<ay, and an open 
hollow cross-sectional configuration at an inner side 
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'thereof including the side open extending between the 
upper and lower ends, 

3. (PreviouBly Withdrawn) A net as claimed in claim 2 
wherein the rigid side marginal strip comprises means 
for securing net cables which are attached to the 
respective upper and lower edges of the net. 

4. (Previously Witbdrawn) A net as claimed in claim 2 
wherein the rigid side marginal strip comprises a pair 
of covers for closing the respective open upper and 
lower ends . 

5. (Previously Withdrawn) A net as claimed in claim 2 
further comprising a pair of side bands made of a 
flexible material, each of the side bands being folded 
to enclose the rod therein and being secured to one 
side edge of the net. 

6. (Previously Withdrawn) A net ao claimed in claim 5 
wherein the side bands are made of flexible vinyl. 

7. (Previously Withdrawn) A net as claimed in claim 5 
wherein the side bands are made of fabrics. 

8. (Previously Withdrawn) A net as claimed in claim 5 
wherein each of the side bands is stitched together 
with an out -most vertical strand and the horizontal 
strands . 

9. (Previously Withdrawn) A net as claimed in claim 2 
wherein the side opening comprises a width smaller 
than a diameter of the rod. 
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10. (Original) An apparat:us for attaching to one of 
opposed side edges of a rectangular game net adapted 
to be supported in a tensioned condition, thereby 
forming a rigid side marginal strip of the net, the 

apparatus comprising; 

an elongate, substantially flat and rigid hollow body 
including 

open upper and lower ends, 

two spaced-apart major walls extending between the 
upper and lower ends , and 

thereby defining a closed hollow cross -sectional 
configuration at an external side thereof for 
reinforcing the body and an open hollow cross- 
sectional configuration at an iimer side 
thereof having a side opening extending along 
the entire length of the body between the 
upper and lower ends, the open hollow cross - 
sectional configuration being adapted for 
receiving an elongate element attached to one 
side edge of the net in a manner of tensioning 
the net between upper and lower edges thereof . 

11. (Original) An apparatus as claimed in claim 10 
wherein the body is made of extruded aluminum. 

12* (Original) An apparatus as claimed in claim 10 
wherein the body is made of molded plastics. 

13. (Original) An apparatus as claimed in claim 10 
wherein the open hollow configuration of the body 
comprises a pair of stop members extending from the 
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respective major walls towards eacii other in a spaced- 
apart relationship. 

14. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for attaching to 
one of opposed aide ends of a rectangular game net 
adapted to be supported in a tensioned condition, 
thereby forming a rigid side marginal strip of the 
net, the apparatus con^rising: 

an elongate, substantially flat and rigid hollow 
body including open upper and lower ends, and 
two spaced-apart major walls extending between 
the upper and lower ends, and thereby defining 
a closed hollow cross-secclonal configuration 
at an external side thereof for reinforcing 
the body and an open hollow cross -sectional 
configuration at an inner side thereof for 
receiving one side end of the net; 

securing means for securing the side end of the net 
within the open hollow cross -sectional 
configuration in a manner such that the net 
can be substantially evenly tensioned when 
be.ing supported in a tensioned condition. 

15. (Previously Presented) An apparatus as claimed in 
claim 14 wherein the body is made of extruded 
aluminum. 

16. (Previously Presented) An apparatus as claimed in 
claim 14 wherein the body is made of molded plastics . 

17. (Previously Presented) An apparatus as claimed in 
claim 14 wherein the securing means comprise a 
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plurality of pins adapted to extend across the open 
hollow croBS-sectional configuration of the body and 
be secured to the respective major walls. 

18, (Withdrawn) An apparatus as claimed in claim 17 
wherein the pins are adapted to extend through the 
respective major walls and be secured at ends thereof 
t:o the respective major walls, by a pair of elongate 
plates abutting the respective major walls - 

19. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as claimed in claim 18 
wherein the open hollow configuration of the body 
comprises a plurality of spaced openings in one of the 
major walls and an elongate opening in the other of 
the major walls extending along the entire length of 
the body from the open upper end to the open lower end 
thereof in order to permit the pins to extend through 
the major walls, and a plurality of slots extending 
substantially horizontally from the elongate opening 
towards the inner side of the body for receiving 
individual horizontal strands of the net when the side 
end of the net is secured within the open hollow 
cross -sectional configuration of the body. 

20* (Previously Presented) An apparatus as claimed in 
claim 14 wherein the body comprises an elongate 
opening disposed at the inner side of the body between 
the two major walls and extending along the entire 
length of the body from the open upper end to the open 
lower end thereof in order to permit the end side of 
the net to be received and secured within the open 
hollow cross-sectional configuration of the body. 
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21. (Witlidrawn) An apparatus as claimed in claim 20 
wherein the open hollow configuration of the body 
comprises a pair of stop members extending from the 
respective major walls towards each other in a epaced- 
apart relationship; and wherein the securing means 
comprise an elongate lock member having a plurality of 
spaced slots extending inwardly from one side thereof 
in order to permit individual horizontal strands of 
the net to extend therethrough when the elongate 
metnber holds an outer-most vertical strand of the net 
and is disposed anugly between the two major walls and 
abuts the stop members . 
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